Innocent Bystander, Yarra Valley Pinot Noir 2018
Yarra Valley, Victoria, Australia
PRODUCER
Innocent Bystander's reputation has been built upon the style of
their regional and varietal wines, which reflect the soil, climate
and topography of the cool Yarra Valley. Owned by one of
Australia's leading family-owned wine companies, Brown Brothers,
the Yarra Valley fruit is harvested and immediately transported to
their winery in Milawa, Northern Victoria. Here the winemaking
team process the grapes in their 'Kindergarten Winery', specially
designed for small batches and different winemaking techniques
for minimal intervention.

VINEYARDS
This wine is produced from a number of vineyards that span the
Yarra Valley from Paul's Range at Dixons Creek in the north across
to Bastard Hill in the very cool southern Upper Yarra. The vineyards
were chosen in particular for their high diurnal temperature range,
resulting in wines with high natural acidity and low pH. Yields are
less than seven tonnes per hectare.

VINTAGE
The 2018 season started off relatively dry with below average
rainfall coming into budburst. October was quite cool, and the
vines grew quite slowly. From November, there was a distinct
change in the weather with an increase in heat and subsequent
rapid growth. Great weather with warm and sunny days led to a
fast and uniform flowering from mid-November. High fruit set and
larger berries led to very high bunch weights.

VINIFICATION

Grape Varieties

100% Pinot Noir

Winemaker

Geoff Alexander

Closure

Screwcap

ABV

13%

Residual Sugar

3g/L

Acidity

5.6g/L

Wine pH

3.56

Bottle Sizes

75cl

Notes

Vegan, Vegetarian

All grapes were hand picked and destemmed, with 10% kept as
whole bunches. The must was cold soaked for four days before
fermentation took place in stainless steel open fermenters with
daily hand plunging. The wine was matured in a combination of
French oak (10% new) and stainless steel tanks for nine months.

TASTING NOTES
This Pinot Noir has aromas of boysenberries, cherry and cranberry
with earthy notes of dried spices. On the palate, this wine has a
velvety mouthfeel with soft savoury tannins which make a lovely
finish.

